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Welcome to another edition 
of “Natural Life.”

Fortunately, the world didn’t come to an end on
December 29, 2012 with the end of the Mayan
calendar. And our economy didn’t collapse with
the nation going over a Fiscal “Cliff.” So now we
can all relax a little and turn our attention to cliffs
of a very different kind…the spectacular cliffs of
the Black Hills. 

In this issue of Natural Life™ magazine, you’ll
find news of a very special offer for the owners
and friends of Red Canyon Company, plus more
easy tips for green living and more news from the
land of Paha Sapa. We hope you’ll find the issue
enjoyable and informative.  More important, we
hope you’ll visit the Black Hills soon. With the
economy improving and prices still at all-time
lows, there will never be a better time than now!

Happy Trails,   

Jim Farmer 
Founder/CEO

Trail Boss Talk
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W hat do Margaret Thatcher,
Willie Nelson, Peter Fonda

and Bobtail Bull have in common?
They all posed for artist Paul Jones.
(If the name seems familiar, you may
remember that his work was featured
during a Trout ‘n Trails event at
Lakota Lake Encampment.)

Jones has a long history in the
Black Hills. He first came to the area
as an airman assigned to Ellsworth
Air Force Base near Rapid City.
Having fallen in love with a local girl
and the West, he decided to stay,
opening a photography studio and
building a successful career. During
that time, he created photo portraits
for dozens of celebrities ranging
from Jay Leno to former President
George W. Bush.  

Western Masterpieces
by Paul Jones

At Savings of 50%!
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Calling the camera his sketchbook, Paul 
photographs his subjects then translates the
image with oils.

Then, one day, he put down his
camera, sold his studio and his home,
and purchased an RV. He and his wife,
Cheryl, spent the next 8 years traveling
throughout the West. Eventually he
picked up a brush and began to capture
his visions on canvas.

Paul Jones’ paintings of Native

Americans, cowboys and other Western
images now grace the walls of homes
throughout the world. “Fur and feathers
are my trademark,” says Jones. He’s
particularly fascinated with the Lakota
and other plains tribes. “There’s
something about the freedom of the 

Paul displayed his work at Lakota Lake 
Encampment accompanied by musicians 
Kenny Putnam and Hank Harris.

“There’s something about 
the freedom of the Indians’
lives that I find appealing.”

continued on next page



Indians’ lives that I find appealing. They
may have looked like they just stepped
out of the Stone Age, but they had a
highly complex society,” he explained.

Jones’ images of authentic Western

characters such as Bobtail Bull are
powerful. But so are his still life
paintings of worn saddle bags, canteens
and six-shooters. He says he likes the
detail you can put into still lifes. That
also may explain why he has begun to
paint desert flowers – a change in
subject matter that began with a gift for
his wife’s birthday. 

Asked which painting is his favorite,
Jones replied, “I hope the next one. But
I love my tall Indian paintings – each
one talks to me. I particularly like
Bobtail Bull, which is part of a series.
He is a real character from history
known for wearing a British-type red
coat. He was killed at the Battle of the
Little Bighorn.” 

Whatever subject matter you find most
appealing, you’ll be amazed by the
drama and emotion Jones is able to
capture in oils. That’s why Jones’ works
have been featured in a variety of
national maganes.  

Despite his recognition and success,
Jones is now offering his paintings to
the readers of Natural Life at discounts of
50% off any piece! Paul says, “I have five
new pieces priced at $9,500 discounted
to $4,750. A $5,500 painting is now
just $2,500.” 

“No tricks, no cards up my sleeve,” 
he continued. “I just want to see some
movement in the art world...my world.”

Asked about the reason for such 
extreme discounts, Jones said that he

and his wife are going back on the road
again in search of new subjects 
throughout Wyoming, Montana, 
South Dakota, North Dakota, Kansas,
Nebraska, Colorado – any place there
are plains Indians.

“We had a setback with my wife having
to battle a health issue this past year,” he
said. “But my offer is not a mercy plea,
or woe is me, its just business. I’m 
focusing my attentions on Cheryl’s 
recovery and we’re re-establishing our
life priorities. That means we'll be back
in remote western regions soon and I'll
be painting nearly everyday while she 
regains her strength.”

“I’m trying to support the next year

with the art on hand,” he said. 
“Paintings are like children. You raise
them and then it’s time for them to leave.
If a painting hasn’t sold at the listed
price, I need to change the price.”

So if you love images of the Old West,
you may never have a better opportunity
to own an original painting by one of
America’s premier artists. At least not
until the road beckons to him again.

For more about Paul Jones, go to
www.pauljonesart.com. Use his contact
information to buy art using the promo
code “NLMAG.” �
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“The Incredible Journey” shows the courage 
and determination of early Western settlers. 

His ability to capture drama and emotion in oil has
made Paul a favorite among Western art collectors. 

continued from previous page



Each design easily adapts to your needs.
You can start small with a first phase of
approximately 600 sq. ft. then add
additional rooms and space as your needs
and budget dictate. This innovative concept
allows you to maximize every dollar. Yet no
matter how small you start, you’ll enjoy the

style, efficiency and use of sustainable
materials that are unique to a Dick Knecht-
designed home.

Our Modern Lodges™ design consists of
multiple structures surrounding a central
deck. Start with the master suite then add a
great room, a guest suite and so on. It easily
grows with your needs.

The Summer Cabins™ retreat consists of
a series of structures connected by walkways.
The mild Black Hills climate allows the
structures to be un-insulated, without
HVAC, to minimize costs while offering a
rustic feel. And they can be upgraded at
anytime to add insulation, HVAC and
interior finishes.   

The striking Glass Lodge™ design lives up
to its name, featuring floor-to-ceiling
windows in the first phase great room. It’s
an expandable home the provides expansive
views — perfect for almost anywhere in the
scenic Black Hills.

For several years, Red
Canyon Company has
offered low-cost, high-style designs
intended for vacation homes. Called
Retreat Architecture™ designs, they were
created exclusively for Red Canyon

Company’s Wilderness
Preservation Community™

properties by famed home designer, Dick
Knecht. But now Red Canyon Company is
making these unique designs available for
any location within the Black Hills.

Retreat ArchitectureTMDesigns
Now Available Anywhere in 

The Black Hills

Our new Canyon Cabin™ home
is priced from $165,000.
Our new Canyon Cabin™ home
is priced from $165,000.

Our Modern Lodges™ design above consists of mul-
tiple structures surrounding a central deck.  The
structures in our Summer Cabins™ retreat below
are connected by walkways.
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The new Canyon Cabin™ design combines the
expansive window walls of the Glass Lodge™ with the
individual structures, walkways and efficiency of the
Summer Cabins™ design. It can be built on rough
terrain with very little disturbance to the environment.
And no other design provides such high-style living at
such a surprisingly low cost.

The new Log Cabin design offers the flexibility and
efficiency of a Retreat Architecture™ home with the rustic
feel and natural beauty of a whole log cabin. Designed by
Dick Knecht and constructed by the area’s top log home
builder, our Log Cabin will last for generations.

Finally, if you prefer clean, ultra-modern lines and
features, you’ll love the weeHouse™. It consists of
multiple units manufactured off site that can be
configured in a thousand ways.

You simply won’t find other home designs that match
this combination of style, sustainable materials,
flexibility and economy. In fact, we’re confident that the
only way to make them better is to build on one of our
Wilderness Preservation Community™ properties. �

Two of the most striking designs are the whole log cabin design
above and the Glass Lodge™ which features floor-to-ceiling windows.

continued from previous page



It’s all too easy in these dark days of insect
attacks and wildfires to forget the light at
the end of the tunnel is the rising sun of
each new day. After the darkness comes
the dawn. No, really!

Of course we have a huge problem with
unprecedented mountain pine beetle
attacks and wildfires sweeping up the mess
in the aftermath. This one-two punch of
nature hitting the reset button after a
century of keeping fire out of the
environment will be with us for a while.

It’s easy to forget we’ve always had bugs
and fire and we always will. It’s also easy

to forget we’ve always had a beautiful
Black Hills forest and we always will. In
fact, the very things that make our forest
so beautiful are the result of periodic
mountain pine beetle activity and wildfires.
The burr oaks, the aspens, the open
meadows, and the many varieties and
splendor of our forest trees are there
because of continuing natural disturbances.

The thing is ponderosa pine forests
aren’t like lodge pole pine or other forest
types. Ponderosa was designed for fire and
bugs. And the Black Hills grow ponderosa
pines like no other place on earth. A

prominent local scientist says that when a
pine cone hits the ground you can reach
down and pick up a dog-hair thicket of
tiny trees two weeks later. She’s not kidding.

We talk about our Black Hills a lot and
what we have to do to get the attention we
need to get money and people to help us.

But don’t forget that when it’s all over
there will still be a beautiful forest all
around us. It will look different than it
does now in places. It will be thinner and
we will have better views of the country
around us. We’ll actually be able to see
the great views Peter Norbeck saw when he
laid out the Needles Highway and the
Iron Mountain Road. Sunlight will hit
the forest floor and flowers and new trees
like aspens and oaks will grow in a riot of
cool shady greenery in summer and wildly
beautiful red and gold in fall.

Recent studies completed by the US
Forest Service show that, even after a fire,

the benefits of living in a place so
beautiful and so accessible keep residents
engaged, safeguarding property values.
We have amenities in the Black Hills like
hiking, fishing, camping, and our bright
abundant forest that make people want to
live here. Another great part of the Black
Hills experience is how easy it is to get
around the Hills. Sure, there are plenty
of rugged areas, but most of the Hills
can be enjoyed by people of all ages.

Yes, we have to live smarter, especially if
we live in the forest. We need to follow
FireWise principles in building our
homes and counties and local
governments will have to come up with
rules to help us do the right things in
the right ways. But those are small things
in the big picture.

We are lucky to live in this astonishing
beauty all around us and that beauty will still
be with us long after the bugs and fire pass by. �

Pine Beetles: 
Friends of the Forest

Frank Carroll, principal at Call The Wild Advisors, is a full service forest management,
wildfire mitigation, and bark beetle mitigation expert with 40 years field and policy
experience. A columnist for the Rapid City Journal and High Country News, Carroll
is a 31 year veteran of the US Forest Service, spent five years as a lobbyist for Potlatch
Corporation, a wood products industry, and over a year of private practice. As the senior
strategic planner for the Black Hills Forest, Carroll was responsible for major planning
cycles including the Phase II amendment to the Forest Plan, the travel management plan,
and the beginning of the mountain pine beetle response project. Frank Carroll is a highly

respected member of the Society of American Foresters. He offers forest management services to private
landowners and municipalities across the Black Hills and the West. www.callthewildadvisors.com
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Mother Nature Knows Best
By Frank Carroll



“Even wells can’t 
always provide fresh
water,” says Tim. The
island is “rocks next to
salt water covered in
clay, and sometimes salt
water breeches a well’s
fresh water source.” 

Pope has been 
building rainfall catchment systems in the
Pacific Northwest for about 15 years. His
goal is to make rainwater harvesting systems
as easy as possible for homeowners. But he
also reminds them “the water we get out
of the sky, although it’s probably the best
water we can get, still isn’t perfect.” That’s
why most rain harvesting systems have a
screen somewhere on the downspout to 
filter out large debris. The screen is then

followed by a 
ceramic carbon
block for
sediment
filtration and an
ultraviolet 
light to kill bacteria and disinfect the
water. In some cases, reverse osmosis 
may also be needed. 

Although the idea of rainwater harvesting
may seem unusual to most Americans, it
has been embraced in many parts of the
world. In New Zealand, many homes away
from larger towns and cities routinely
rely on rainwater collected from roofs as
the only source of water for all household
activities. And in places like Bermuda,
the U.S. Virgin Islands and Santa Fe,
New Mexico, no new home may be built

without a catchment system. In addition,
cities like Austin, Texas and Olympia,
Washington offer rebates for rainwater
harvesting equipment.

Ultraviolet technology is a non-chemical
approach to disinfection. Nothing is added
to the water using this method, making this
process simple, inexpensive and very low
maintenance. Ultraviolet purifiers are
designed and calculated to produce a 
certain dosage of ultraviolet light. The
principle is based on time and intensity –
you must have both for a successful design. �

Save the world 
a gallon at a time
On San Juan Island in Washington State,
Tim Pope can’t connect to a water main, because there
isn’t one. But he has a plentiful water supply thanks to
his rainfall catchment system.

Diagram of a typical 
rainwater harvesting system
with underground cistern
and submersible pump.

Benefits of Installing 
a RWH system:
1. Saves money
2. Reduces non point-source pollution
3. Reduces reliance on aging water 

delivery infrastructure
4. Reduces energy required to power

water infrastructure
5. Helps conserve the Earth’s most 

precious resource

How much does it cost?
According to Tim, “A very, very ballpark
figure is $15,000 for a 10,000-
gallon whole-house system including
storage tank, pre-filtration, pump, 
secondary filtration and disinfection.

Resources:
� HarvestH20.com – online RWH 
community

� www.arcsa.org

The latter site is the American 
Rainwater Catchment System 
Association for which Tim Pope is 
President.
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PUT YOUR AIR CONDITIONER ON ICE

Cut energy 
consumption 
of your air 
conditioner by

up to 20 percent when you connect the
Ice Bear. Ice Bear is a machine that
freezes water in its 300-gallon storage
tank at night when temperatures are low
and the electricity is plentiful. When air
conditioning is needed, the refrigerant
circulates through coils in the ice 
before it flows to the AC. Since the 
refrigerant is already cooled before it
even reaches the AC, your
home stays cool without using
expensive, daytime electricity.
What’s more, the ice will last
well into the evening, even 
on a 90+ degree day! To learn
more, visit www.ice-energy.com.

TAKING THE FLUORESCENT OUT
OF FLUORESCENT TUBES

The fluorescent tubes you see in stores
and offices are energy-efficient.  But
they rely on toxic chemicals, including
lead and mercury. When 
they no longer work, careful recycling 
is needed in order to protect the
environment. Now there’s a viable
replacement — the EverLED tube. 
It lasts up to 5 times as long and uses 
25 percent less energy than fluorescent
tubes. And it contains no mercury 
or lead! To learn more, visit
www.teddynamics.com.

Low carb(on) living.
Natural Life’s best ideas for healthier living 

and a healthier environment.

Calling all Photographers
If you’re an amateur photographer, here’s an
opportunity to display your talent. Send us
your photos of South Dakota landscapes, nature
and cultural icons. We’ll publish the best
submissions in our next newsletter. In this
edition, we’re showing “The Perfect
Pronghorn”, taken by the Trail Boss himself
(Jim Farmer), using a Canon ESO 10D with a
75-300 Canon lens with image stabilizer.

Looking ahead
In the next edition of
Natural Life™, look for more
news and information on
wilderness preservation
living. In addition, 
Red Canyon will be
announcing some new
offers, tips for a green
lifestyle and much more.
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1.877.557.5588    

www.BlackHillsTrailhead.com    
Land stewardship by Red Canyon Company. 

This communication does not constitute an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy real estate by residents in states where registration is required under any laws or
statutes relating to subdivided land or fractional land sales, unless registered or where exemptions are available or in any other jurisdiction where prohibited by law.  

Warning:  The California department of Real Estate has not inspected, examined or qualified this real estate.
Natural Life, Wilderness Preservation Community, Retreat Architecture, Little Lodges and Glass Lodge are trademarks of Red Canyon Company. 
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